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Tue Smoxine Concert. 


After the labours of their first day’s meeting the 
members of the National Veterinary Association 
joined the London and Suburban practitioners at a 
concert provided for them by the latter body. It 
was a ‘“‘ smoking ’”’ concert and some fears were once 
entertained as to its success. It was said to be not 
sufficiently ‘‘ professional ’—to be not severe enough 
to harmonise with the scientific occasion. It was 
also said that the fumes of tobacco would keep ladies 
away, and that without ladies there was a want of 
social tone about the entertainment which was much 
to be deprecated. With this last objection we have 
some sympathy, and would gladly have welcomed a 


compromise which would have permitted ladies to 


ace the occasion with their presence. This is not 
unsuccessfully attained by what is called a Bohemian 


concert, i.e. one at which smoking only commences 
at 9.80, so that the first half of the evening inflicts 


no annoyance on anyone, and enables habitual 
smokers to enjoy their narcotic after a whole day of 
abstinence. With the other objections we have no 
patience. They are the fads of narrow and conven- 


tional men who mistake the shadow for the substance, 


and who might be recommended to read “ Sartor 
Resartus ” if there were any hope of their understand- 
ing it. 

The concert was largely attended, the music was 
good, and the songs and recitations seemed to afford 


‘unmixed pleasure. Good feeling and good fellowship 


prevailed everywhere, and middle aged men met and 


exchanged experiences who had not seen each other 


since their student days. ‘Two or three in the room 
held diplomas dated 1844 or even earlier, and no 


class was unrepresented — practitioners, teachers, 


members of Council and examiners, all seemed 
interested and amused ; all acknowledged a pleasant 
time without a single clond. Already men in Lon- 


_don are asking if we cannot repeat this enjoyable form 
_of entertainment. 


Tue Boarp or AGRICULTURE. 


Everybody knows that the Canadian lung-disease 


_question is again troubling the Board. The special 
arrangements un 


der which cattle from Canada are 
landed for slaughter has revealed some suspected 
rth British Agriculturist 
we are to have a new method of testing the question. 
The lung is to be examined by a number of experts 
and these gentlemen are then to be examined by 
Mr. Herbert Gardner assisted by “an eminent lawyer 


and an eminent physiologist.” The lawyer is to 


cross-examine the experts and the physiologi 
suppose 1s to prompt the legal man. This is om 
and novel arrangement, but if conducted in public 
may afford much fun. It may be a little unfair. If 
the favourable witnesses are examined whilst the un- 
favourable ones are cross-examined the lawyer need 
not be very eminent to show a good case for his 
client. To be really impartial there should be two 
opposing lawyers who should be well coached by two 
eminent pathologists. U'he North British Agriculturist 
finishes its curious little story of the method to be 
adopted by the Board of Agriculture thus— But 
why in the name of wonder should Mr. Herbert 
Gardner call in a leader of the bar and a professor of 
physiology to assist him in coming to a decision on 
this important question whilst a perfect] convincing 
and very much cheaper plan is lying ready to hand ? 
The one perfectly certain plan of deciding whether 
any doubtful case was really one of pleurv-pneumonia 
conta yiosa or not is to have some healthy cattle inocu- 
lated with the virus fresh from the lungs of the sus- 
pected animal ; and if the malady be really true con- 
tagious pleuro, the invariable symptoms of inocula- 
tion with pleuro virus will soon manifest themselves.” 

Whilst agreeing that inoculation might help to 
solve the problem, we are not quite so sanguine as 
our contemporary as to the certainty. Are the 
symptoms of inoculation “ invariable,” and is it quite 
certain that no other fluids will produce the same 
local changes? We incline to answer these questions 
in the negative, and to suggest that not a single 
trial, but a careful research by bacteriologists and 
pathologists would be necessary to determine this 
important point. 


RALPH ST. JOHN WALLEY. 


A very wide feeling of regret will be felt by a large 
number of the profession at the announcement of the 
sad death of this young member of our calling. Sincere 
sympathy will be given to his father—Professor Walley— 
on the loss of his younger son. Only in November last 
Mr. Ralph St. John Walley went out to Bombay to fulfil 
a three years’ engagement in civil practice. He suc- 
cumbed to typhoid fever on June 13th, at the early age 
of 25. His diploma was dated 1891. 


Proressor Bartow. 


A Correspondent writes—* Thank you for that article 
on Barlow. I had no idea that the profession had 
been adorned by such a beautiful character.” We desire 
to say that we have no claim to the merit of the sketch, 
for which we are indebted to Miss Barlow, but we re- 


echo our correspondent’s judgment on the man, 
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FIFTY YEARS OF VETERINARY WORK. 
By F.R.C.V.S. 


Presidential Address delivered before the Meeting of 
the National Veterinary Association on June 7th, 1894 


Gentlemen,—Had this been an ordinary year in 
Veterinary annals, I should have desired to proceed 
at once to the important discussions we have before 


‘us. The two subjects which Mr. Dollar and 


Professor Penberthy have prepared for considera- 
tion at this meeting, are of unusual interest and 
practical value, and all our available time will be 
required to do them justice. But as this is the 
Jubilee year of the veterinary profession, I cannot 
allow such an epoch in our corporate life to pass 
unnoticed. 

First, let me offer you my most grateful thanks 
for the high honour you have conferred upon me by 
electing me your President for the year. The 
position so far has not been an onerous one. The 
general business falls entirely upon your Secretary, 
whose zeal and tact require no praise from me. 
The arrangements for the annual meeting are every 

ear a source of some trouble and anxiety—this 

urden falls upon the Provisional Committee and 
its Chairman ana Secretary. I am sure the Com- 
mittee will agree with me that Messrs. Hurndal] 
and Hobday have worked most assiduously and 
cheerfully for our convenience, and that the success- 
ful organisation of the meeting is entirely due to 
them. As President I have yet done nothing. and 
my only possible claim for service is in the conduct 
of this meeting. I face that possibility with a 
light heart, because I know I shall obtain the 
support of all present, and because I rely upon your 
good nature to make allowance for any faults due 
to my want of experience in the part of impartial 
Chairman. 

And now. geutlemen, | pass on to the subject 
which excuses me for occupying your time. ‘I'his 
year we have completed fifty years of corporate 


which had rendered orer twenty years service. 
These two schools had turned out a number of 
veterinary practitioners who had observed and 
recorded their experience. Their training was 
slight, their examiuation simple; but it was suffi- 
cient to lift them above the routine of the empiric. © 
So late as 1843, the diseases of the horse monopo- 
lised the teaching. and cattle, sheep, pigs and 
dogs were almost entirely neglected in the schools. 
What literature existe] was all contributed by 
practitioners outside the schools. Blaine, Youatt,. 
White, and Percival had published works on 
anatomy and on the diseases of the herse, ox and 
dog. For physiology and chemistry our men used 
the text books written for students of human 
medicine. Only one veterinary periodical existed, 
but the monthly Veterinarian did good work by 
collecting the observations made by practitioners. 
And it must be confessed that its pages show that 
our forefathars at least possessed the power to 
ebserve minutely and to record their observations 
clearly. The standard of culture was however, low, 
us might be expected when one session of six 
months was thought a sufficient time for perfecting 
study, and when the test for a qualifying certificate 
was an examination conducted by medical men 
appointed by the teaching school. 

The first effect of the (‘harter was to raise the 
standard of the qualifying examination. Veterinary 
practitioners were added to the Examining Board, 
and at once the practical fitness of a man for his 
profession was made more certain. The alteration 
in the examinations necessarily raised the standard 
of teaching, and soon two winter sessions at College 
instead of one were required from all candidates. 
for the diploma. 

For years anterior to 1844, the Agriculturalists- 
and Stockowners had recognised the value of 
veterinary science. They in fact, in 1791, founded’ 
the London School, and in 1843 the Royal Agricul- 
tural Society was the immediate cause of the 
change which introduced to that institution a 
teacher whose duty it was to study and to dissemin- 


existence, and I wish to give some answer to the Mate knowledge concerning other domestic animals 


question— What has the Veterinary profession con- 
tributed to the national progress and public welfare 
during fifty years? It is not a sufficient answer to 
say that it has contributed some thousands of good 
citizens to the State—every calling may make that 
claim. We must do more. In 1844 the State 
ranted the veterinary practitioners a Charter of 
neorporation which made them a profession and 
conferred upon them certain privileges. Those 
privileges carry with them duties, and I venture to 
think that a retrospective view of the last fifty 
years will prove gratifying and stimulating to us, 
whilst demonstrating to others that we have given 
a good return for the favours granted in the Charter 
of 1844. 
What was the condition of Veterinary Scien 
and Art before our Incorporation, and what was then 
our relation to the live stock of the country in 
health or disease? Fifty years ago there were two 
veterinary schools, one in Lundon, which had been 
in existence over fifty years, and one in Edinburgh 


than the horse. In Scotland also it was the High- 
land and Agricultural Society that enabled William 
Dick to found the Edinburgh Veterinary College. 
Nor did the owners of stock show their appreciation 
of veterinary science only by collectively assisting 
the schagols. They took a personal interest, and’ 
many of them attended the classes in Edinburgh 
and London as students. They attended not to 
learn how to cure disease, but to obtain some 
intelligent grasp of the anatomy and physiology of 
animals, so that they might better maintain their 
stock in health and guard them from disease. In 
those days our practitioners offered no advice con- 
cerning healthy animals. and from them none was 
sought. Our province was supposed to be entirely 
curative, and preventive medicine was hardly 
recognised. Here and there, perhaps, an individual 
practitioner with inclination and opportunities for 
hygienic study made himself a local name, and 
cultivated his speciality. Professor Coleman, in 
the latter years of the eighteenth century, recognised. 
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the necessity for good ventilation, and in season and 
vut, insisted upon the value of fresh air, His 
position of Veterinary Adviser to the Army, per- 
mitted his views to be carried out in cavalry 
barracks, and it is recorded that the effect was a 
reduction in the mortality of the Army horses. 
The average practitioner confined himself to cur. 
ing disease, and it is doubtful whether in those 
days anyone suggesting preventive measures would 
not have beep thought morbidly inclined tu pro- 
fessional suicide. 

In 1844 and the few preceding years, agricul- 
tural and veterinary journals had much to say 
about “The recent epidemics amongst horned 
cattle.” Various theories were enunciated as to 
their origin and nature, but the chief desire of 
stuck-owners and veterinarians was to find a cure. 
In 1839 foot and mouth disease had appeared and 
was shortly followed by pleuio-pneumonia and 
sheep-pox. The two former diseases spread in all 
directions and were soon accepted as unavoidable 
evils. Their prevalence ebbed and flowed with that 
periodicity which seems to mark all epizootics; but 
they never died out, and were with us in 1869 when 
the first Coutagious Diseases (Animals) Act was 
added to the statute book. 

Foot-and-Mouth disease was never very fatal, but 
it caused great loss amongst milk cows and fat stock. 
Pleuro-pneumonia was fatal in perhaps 4 per cent. 
of the heids affected, and the money Joss sustained 
by the stockowners of Great Britain may be esti- 
mated at £2,000,000 a year during the whole 
time of the prevalence of these plagues. How 
long this annual loss would have been tolerated 
without any definite attempt being made to 
prevent it no one can guess. Foot-and-mouth 
disease was not very fatal, and _pleuro-pneu- 
monia spread slowly and very insidiously ; they did 
not attract that attention which is always given to 
diseases which spread rapidly and are accompanied 
by great mortality. We find the same ill balanced 
attention directed to human plagues, Half a dozen 
deaths in six months from hydrophobia excite the 
whule kingdom, a few cases of diphtheria frighten a 
whole community ; but thousands die of tuberculosis 
month after month without causing so much agita- 
tion as would follow a single case of cholera. — 

In 1865 we had experienced foot-and-mouth disease 
and pleuro-pneumonia for a quarter of a century. 
and instead of taking action had quietly accepted 
them as inevitable. In that year, however, came 
another disease—the cattle plague —which awaken- 
ed the stock-owner, the veterinarian, and the govern- 
ment of the country. It spread with terrible 
rapidity, it proved fatal in practically every animal 
it attacked. It was soon evident that if prompt 
measures were not taken to stamp it out. only @ 
remnant of our herds would remain. The veterin- 
ary profession was not altogether taken by 
surprise by the invasion of cattle-plague. Professor 
Simonds had investigated it on the Continent some 
years before, and had described the disease and the 
provisions adopted by European Goveruments against 
its spread. Unfortunately he had adopted the meager 
that the mensures taken by the Western States 0 


Europe would be sufficient to protect us and so 
no provision had been made against its im- 
portation, An even greater veterinarian had, 
however, appreciated the danger. Professor 
John Gamgee had for years lectured his classes 
in Edinburgh on the Rinderpest, and asserted 
that if ever we imported cattle direct from 
the Baltic ports we should inevitably import the 
Cattle Plague. To Professor Gamgee is chiefly due 
the thanks of this nation for the energetic measures 
by which the plague was conquered. He first, and 
for a time alone, advised the stamping out of cattle- 
plague by slaughter and the stoppage of movement 
in infected areas, He was soon supported by the 
veterinary profession, whilst every otber class who 
pretended to knowledge of animals or of medicine 
cried out for « cure, and deprecated slaughter as 
“barbarous and unscientific.” Strange to say no 
class wae louder in suggesting remedies and in 
decrying “the stamping out process” than the 
practitioners of human medicine, and perhaps to 
this fact may be traced the sudden increase of 
importance which fell upon veterinary science. 
Before the advent of the cattle plague veterinary 
science was looked upon as merely a reflex of 
human medicine twisted to suit the lower animals, 
After the plague had been conquered recognition 
was given to the claim that our science did not 
subserviently follow human medicine, but progressed 
with it on parallel lines, and every now and then 
a little ahead of it. The impossible attempts to 
cure, the hesitation to adopt slaughter, and the utter 
absence of any legislative preventive measures 
afforded the plague every facility for extension, By 
the time veterinary advice was accepted there 
were few counties which the disease had not 
reached, and “stamping out” became a difficult 
and costly proceeding. Under the Privy Coun- 
cil a veterinary department had been formed, 
and, guided by Professors Simonds and Brown, it 
adopted and enforced measures which proved suc- 
cessful in exterminating the disease. Notification, 
restriction of movement in infected areas, slaughter 
of infected and in-contact animals, with com- 
pensation to the owner were the methods of 
procedure which won success. These were the 


methods suggested by veterinarians; and the prin- 
‘ciples upon which they were based will, with 


modifications adapted to the respective peculiarities 
of spread, be for ever the principles upon which 
contagious diseases may most cheaply and most 
effectually be suppressed. The lessons taught by 
the cattle plague are indelibly imprinted in the 
minds of this generation, and veterinary science has 
engraved them upon its very foundation stone. 
These lessons have since been extended, and in no 
department ot preventive medicine does the veterin- 
arian feel more sure of his ground and more capable 
of being able to return a full measure of satisfaction 
to those who make use of his services. 

In 1866 the Cattle Plague was stamped out, and 
the Government recognised the necessity of some 
permanent provision against its re-introduction, 
They also recognised that measures which had been 
successfully applied to one contagious disease might 
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be equally efficacious when directed againt others 
of a similar nature. In 1869 a Contagious 
Diseases (Animals) Act was passed through Par- 
liament. It provided regulations for attacking 
cattle plague, pleuro-pneumonia, fuot and mouth 
disease, and glanders. It was a weak measure, 
but as no sanitary laws are ever effective in 
this country, the provisions of which are much 
in advance of public opinion and private in- 
telligence. it was perhaps all that could be ex- 
pected at the time. The public had to be 
educated--to be taught what contagion meant 
—and 1 do not think I am immodest in claim- 
ing that this education was effected by the 
teaching and example of the veterinarian. By 
1878 the educational process had progressed 
so far as to lead to the passing of “an act for 
making better provision respecting contagious and 
infectious diseases of cattle and other animals.” In 
1886 a further amending act was passed which, 
with its supplementary animals orders, formed a 
really useful measure, but not sufficiently bold and 
thorough. 

Cattle-plague had, since its suppression in 1866, 
twice gained admission through our ports, but only 
to be at once limited in its spread and soon exter- 
minated. Sheep-pox had been kept out of the 
country. Foot-and-mouth disease, after forty years 
of devastating existence, had been stamped out, 
This was a satisfactory record of good work, but 
there remained pleuro-pneumonia, swine-fever, and 
glanders—diseases which had not been suppressed 
by the Acts. The great fault of legislation consisted 
in leaving to Local Authorities the carrying out of 
the measures provided, and conferring the power 
upon them by permissive instead of compulsory 
clauses. There was consequently no uniformity of 
action, sometimes negligence, and occasionally dis- 
tinct refusal to avail themselves of their powers. 
This, of course, did not trouble the Central Authori- 
ties, who are always content to remain passive 
provided no strong interests are disturbed. Strong 
interests possess strong influences, and thus govern- 
ments and departments move at the will of the 
roe when asufficient agitation suggests the possi- 

ility of votes being lost. 

In 1889 a change came over the agricultural 
community, who had long shown great indifference 
to the existence of pleuro-pneumonia. The breeders 
of pedigree stock awakened to the conviction that 
‘‘pleuro” was a serious evil, that its prevalence 
might be abated, and that the disease might even be 
stamped out by proper measures. The reason of 
this change was not a sudden enlightenment, it 
was simply that foreign nations who were good 
customers for pedigree cattle had adopted regula- 
tions prohibiting the importation of animals from 
infected districts. Pedigree breeders possessed 
power, and the Royal Agricultural Society brought 
its great political influence to bear upon the Govern- 
ment. with the result that a Pleuro-pneumonia Act was 
passed, and the Board of Agriculture took over the 
duties hitherto entrusted to Local Authorities. Com- 


cattle is extinct in Great Britain and Ireland. The 
success of this Act encouraged the Government to 
further efforts, and an act was passed enabling 
thorough measures to be applied to swine fever. 
Sufficient time has nut yet elupsed to show the re- 
sult of this Act. but it is doubtless only a matter of 
time before the plague of pigs will succumb to 
legislative action. 

Glanders is still a disease unchecked by law. Its 
prevalence is slight now compared with the wide- 
spread existency it had in 1844. In that year the 
stage coaches and stage waggons had not all been 
driven out of existence by the railway, and through- 
out the country glanders extended along the main 
roads, and glandered teams of horses worked regu- 
larly with little or no interference from the authori- 
ties. Now it exists nowhere except in a few large 
towns; practically the only permanent centres of the 
disease are London and Glasgow. Legal enact- 
ments can claim very little share in the reduction of 
this disease to its present dimensions. The central 
authority has done little, and local authorities stilb 
less to suppress glanders, but the private veterinary 
surgeon has done much. Large studs that in years. 
past were never free from the disease are now 
adopting active measures to free themselves of the 
contagion. Some have been successful; and many 
have reduced their annual loss to an amount which 
gives promise of early freedom. The owners of 
large studs possess the intelligence to employ 
veterinary direction, and they have the capital 
necessary to enable them to take action, which though: 
costly at the moment is economical in the end. 
Owners of small infected studs-—and there are 700» 
in London alone—pssess neither the necessary’ 
knowledge nor the means tu tree themselves from: 
infection. They are a constant danger to other 
owners, and they will remain so until compensation: 
and compulsory slaughter are applied to this disease- 
of horses, as they have been successfully applied to: 
the contagious diseases of cattle. If foreign nations. 
would boycot our horses until we can show that the 
a is free from glanders, it would at the end 
of three years be hard to find a case for pathological 
demonstration. 

There are other diseases from which legislation 
has not protected us or our domestic animals. 
Rabies is too prevalent to enable us to be content. 
with existing regulations, and yet we know enough 
about it td point out where the law is defective. 
The Continent and Ireland send us the diseased 
animal that initiates every outbreak. Influenza. 
and Strangles exist without any attempt at 
legislative control being made. Parasitic Mange 
causes a heavy annual loss in horses, dogs, 
sheep and other animals. Anthrax is a danger 
to human life as well as to that of animals. 
In 1844. it was hardly recognised. and for years. 
later its nature was unknown. Science has almost 
unravelled the mystery, and has taught us how out- 
breaks may be limited or avoided by recognising 
infected places, and how prevention may be obtained 
by inoculation. 

There is one contagious disease which affects 


pensation and compulsory slaughter were the means 
adopted, and now the contagious-lung-disease of 


nearly every kind of animal and which causes a. 
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fatality unequalled by any other. Tuberculosis 
prevails far and wide, but is subject to no legislative 
control. Even if we consider the disease simply as 
a malady causing enormous loss of stock. there is 
ample argument for placing it in the list of diseases 
included in the Contagious Diseases (Animals’) 
Act. It has been announced in Parliament that an 
Amended and Consolidated (Auimals’) Diseases Bill 
will be presented this Session for acceptance. If 
Tuberculosis be omitted, it will be a disgrace 
to our legislators, and more especially to the 
Department entrusted with the care of our animal 
wealth. But ‘Tuberculosis presents another and 
@ more serious side. It may pass from animals 
to man, and clearly the greater the prevalence 
amongst animals the greater the danger to human 
‘beings. 

It the Legislature has done nothing for the 
control of Tuberculosis, the Veterinary Profession 
ihas. It has disseminated sound ideas as to the 
mature and spread of the disease; it has taken its 
part in the scientific investigations which have 
thrown so clear a light upon the malady; and it 
has, by the adoption of T'uberculin, removed the 
difficulty of diagnosis —a difficulty which was 
worked for all] it was worth as an obstruction to any 
attempt at legislation. 

So far, gentlemen, I have referred only to part 
-of the work we have done in protecting the public 
wealth. Inow desire to make aclaim that we have 
protected the public health, and that we are ina 
(position to assist the medical officer in this direc- 
tion to an extent quite unappreciated by the public, 
but now handsomely acknowledged by the medical 
profession. ‘The diseases of animals that are trans- 
missible to man are an important class, and the 
protection of human life requires that action against 
them should be taken before they pass from the 
animal. It is for veterinarians to diagnose them in 
their patients, and then to take such measures as 
may prevent their spread. Rabies, and anthrax, 
and glanders never affect human beings except 
when the special poison is transmitted from diseased 
-animals either directly or indirectly. The baci!lus 
of tuberculusis may be conveyed by milk or meat. 
Various parasitic diseases can only arise in man 
_after they have existed in animals. Every advance 
in veterinary science which lessens the prevalence 
.of these transmissible diseases is a further protec- 
tion to human life. During our fifty years of 
corporate existence we have done much to control 
and limit this source of danger to health and life. 

It has beer: well said that there is only one patho- 
logy, but the subject is so vast that its departments 
must be entrusted to specialists. The study of 
disease embraces the morbid conditions found in 
man, in animals and in plants. No one mind can 
‘master the subject in every section, and yet patho- 
logical science depends for its fullest development 
upon comparing the results of research in every 
-direction. To the veterinarian must be entrusted a 
large share in the investigation of animal — 
Our experience is a necessary corollary to the 
-experience of the human pathologist—sometimes we 
-can add to the general knowledge, and sometimes 


Wwe can correct the errors which so easily beguile 
the investigator unaccustomed to the diseases of the 
lower animals. 

There is an idea that many of the disorders 
affecting man may possibly be traced to some 
unrecognised malady of animals. Scarlatina and 
diphtheria have been supposed at times to arise 
as the direct result of transmission from animals, 
Veterinary experience gives no countenance to this. 
The few cases properly observed of diphtheria in 
cats go to show that these animals may be affected 
from the human patient just as man may be affected 
with rabies from the dog. hat diphtheria exists 
as a primary disease in the lower animals, spread- 
ing amongst them by contagion and from them to 
man, is entirely opposed to all our clinical observa- 
tion. Scarlatina in the human subject has been traced 
to some eruptive disease on the udders of cows, but 
whilst we recognise eruptive diseases of the udders 
we have no experience which warrants us in believ- 
ing that they can in any case give rise to a distinct 
and specific disease of mar. These are examples 
which clearly show how pathological research may 
be aided by veterinary knowledge, and how necessary 
it is in pursuing comparative pathology not to 
ignore the experience of any section of workers. 

In conclusion I once more invite you to look at 
our condition in 1844 and to compare it with our 
present state. Fifty years ago the practice of Veter- 
inary Medicine might almost be said to consist of 
bleeding, physicing and blistering— with the aggra- 
vation of large and repeated doses of mercury and 
opium. Now we have forsaken the heroic, and 
endeavour nut to beat down disease by blind attacks 
but to guide oar patients through it, and to ward off 
those complications experience teaches us to antici- 
pate. ‘We are still empirics, but we endeavour to 
understand the morbid processes we treat, and we 
base the selection of our remedies upon better prin- 
ciples than simple faith in the activity of a drug or 
the ipsi dixit of some authority who recommends it 
after a case or two which were not fatal. 

In Veterinary Surgery we have made a vast 
advance. In 1844 they treated wounds with fomen- 
tation and sutured them firmly together after placing 
tow and grease between the divided surfaces, 
Hemorrhage was then checked with the red hot 
iron, and chloroform was unknown, Soon after 
chloroform was used as an anesthetic by Sir Jas. 
Simpson in 1847 it was applied in veterinary prac- 
tice, and a few practitioners adopted it. Unfortu- 
uately in 1848 or ‘49 the Royal Veterinary College 
decided that its use was most dangerous and inex- 
pedient; and it fell into desuetude for many years. 
It has, however, now taken its place again in our 
daily practice, and we endeavour tosave the dumb 
animals from pain during surgical operations when- 

ver we can do 80. 
3 Special attention has recently been devoted to 
hereditary diseases amongst animals. Not many 
years ago the Royal Agricultural Society accepted 
from the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons a 
list of diseases, the existence of which iin stud 
animals should debar them from prizes. The —_ 
tion of our advice has been already of incalculable 
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value to stock-owners. The unsound are elimina- 
ted. and their defects not transmitted. 

Since the days of Spencer Cobbold parasitic 
diseases have been closely studied by veterinarians. 
And if the owners of stock have to thank us for 
assisting them in suppressing disease due to para- 
sites. we are under a heavy debt of gratitude to Dr. 
Cobbold, whose enthusiasm and special knowledge 
first forced due attention to this important, and as 
yet slightly understood, cause of disease. 

In one more branch we claim to have made great 
progress Veterinary hygiene is now a recognised 
study, and its practice has been of unmeasured 
benefit to the owners of stock. The stabling, 
feeding, working and shoeing of horses has, under 
veterinary guidance, reached a stage of perfection, 
undreamed of in 1844. Time will not permit my 
dwelling on this topic, but I may safely point to the 
horses of our Army, to the horses of large com- 
panies, and to the studs of private owners, to show 
how the duration of service has increased, how the 
cost of keep has decreased, whilst the work obtained 
daily from each animal has been fully maintained. 

We may now look back to 1844 and measure the 
improvement made We may not look back with a 


smile of superior wisdom at what was then taught 


and practised. The work of our predecessors laid 
the foundation, and we have only added to the 
ever increasing stock of human knowledge. If we 
simply follow our profession indifferent to all but 
its business results we shall have used our privi- 
leges and neglected our duties. We reaped the 
benefit of the observations and research made by 
our predecessors, and we are bound in honour to 
hand on our science to posterity enriched by the 
labours of our lives and extended by the record of 
our observations. 

We may claim to have contributed something to 
the national progress—we have added to the wealth 
and the health of the nation. We have lifted our 
science from the rut of appropriation where it once 
jolted slowly along and we have found a road of 
our own. Weno longer follow at a distance the 
work of medical research. We have struck out 
for ourselves, and are independent pioneers in the 
field of comparative pathology, and indispensable 
guides in the scieuces of hygiene and preventive 
medicine. 


A PHANTOM PREGNANCY. 
By E. P. Epwarps, M.R.C.V.S., Mold. 


A champion Great Dane bitch was lined on March 
14th and 19th, and due to whelp on May 19th to 
2ist. Ten guineas were paid for the service by a 
well known stud dog, and a certificate of such service 
was received as a receipt. A warranty is also held 
by the present from the former owner of the bitch 
that she will breed, and she is known to have had two 
litters. 

While attending another animal at the same house 
I was asked, about 5 weeks after the service, to pass 


an opinion as to whether the bitch was pregnant,. 
which I did in the negative, no symptom of such 
condition being present. In about a fortnight after- 
wards she rapidly developed every indication of 
pregnancy, and became very indolent and sedate in 
her demeanour. I was now compelled to alter my | 
opinion as to her condition, and as time went on the 
pregnancy became confirmed to a certainty, and a 
foster mother was secured. For some days before 
the full time a mucoid discharge, of a coffee colour, 
was noticed, and when May 19th arrived the vulva. 
was enlarged and the bitch had a full supply of milk. 
No change took place in her for 4 days beyond her 
time, but little was thought of this though she was 
constantly watched. In a few hours however on the 
24th the signs of pregnancy vanished, the pendulous 
abdomen became tucked up and reduced to genteel 
proportions, and during the next two or three days 
the milk flow gradually ceased and the enlarged 
mamme returned to their normal size. The bitch 
seemed well and in good spirits, but a little discharge 
still continued from the vulva. Fearing either a. 
dead pup or some atonic condition of the uterus I 
examined per vaginam with negative results, and then 
gave a hypodermic injection of ext. ergot liq. also- 
with no effect. 


That evening I was desired to attend my patient. 
again, the message being to the effect that she had 
suddenly become weak and ill. I found her with a 
very irregular and weak pulse and apparently in a- 
state of collapse. Throughout the night she received 
small doses of brandy and beef tea every hour and a 
half, and by the morning was greatly improved. A 
discharge of mucus tinged with blood continued, and 
injections of hot water were given. She rapidly 
recovered, and beyond an occasional discharge of 
blood and mucus is now quite well, but no puppies. 
have made their appearance. It is necessary to lay 
particular stress, in view of the title under which 
these notes appear, upon the fact that it was quite 
impossible for this bitch to have whelped without 
being found out. The greater portion of her time. 
was sent inside the house, and both there and when 
out she was always under the most careful observa- 
tion of her owners, whilst at night she was confined 
in an excellent new kennel house, thief, rat, and 
vermin proof. These kennels were carefully searched 
and no trace of blood, after-birth, or parturient fluids. 
found which might lend colour to the suspicion that 
she had eaten her pups. avery unlikely thing with 
Great Danes, which are known to be rather over care- 
ful of their young. I am aware that a phantom 
pregnancy is not at all uncommon in women, par- 
ticularly in such as much desire a child, the symp- 
toms of pregnancy owing their origin apparently to- 
some mental impression of the nature of hysteria.. 
Considering that a sympathetic flow of milk has 
often been known in bitches, goats and cows never 
parturient this case appears to show that the further 
signs of a sham pregnancy are also possible in our 
patients. 

I should be very glad to know if some of your 
readers have met with similar cases or can throw 
any other light upon a case which caused me no small 
anxiety and curiosity. 
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Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 


THE ANNUAL MERTING. 
(By owr own Reporter ). 


The annual general meeting of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons was held at noon on Wednesday, 
the 6th inst. at the College Building, 10 Red Lion 
Square, Holborn. Mr. F. W. Wragg presided, and the 
attendance included Profs. T. Walley, Penberthy, Mac. 
queen, J. McFadyean, E. S. Shave, Messrs. R. C. 

rigger, J. F. Simpson, J.P., R. Hughes, W. Caldwell, 
J, D. Barford, J. E. Peele, J.P., H. G. Rogers, F. L. 
Somerset, G. H. Elder, J. Abson, H. W. Caton, H. M, 
Singleton, C. T. Bray, J. Hutton, H. W. Hooper, 
W. Awde, J. Nettelton, A. Prudames, R. Rutherford, 
‘W. W. Dollar, T. A. Dollar, T. A. Huband, J. F. Bell, 
W. Shipley, Jun., J. D. Overed, A. J. Owles, J. M. Par- 
‘ker, A. L. Gibson, A. G. Todd, B. Freer, Prof. F. Smith, 
E. Faulkner, F. W. Evans, J. Mackinder, J. H. Lock- 
wood, A. W. Mason, J. S. Hurndall, G. E. King, W. J. 
Mulvey, J. A. W. Dollar, Prof. McGill, J. Malcolm, 
-C, Hartley, H. Kidd, E. W. Hoare, H. C. Harrison, 
A. H. Darwell, J. R. Green, S. 8. Broad, T. H. Ridler, 
J. Ward, A. Leather, Colonel W. B. Walters, J. Rowe, 
J. H. Carter, A. H. Jacobs, G. Wartnaby, E. W. Bovett, 
-Colonel Oliphant, A. E. Gostling, T. Hopkin, F. T. Har- 
vey, W. H. Bloye, F. Dun, W. Hunting, F. L. Gooch, 
“W. Bower, C. Hunting, B. Eggleton, W. F. Barrett, T. H. 
-Stidston, J. Fraser, W. Robertson, Prof. Hobday, W. 
‘Turtill, H. Edgar, T. S. Price, W. Wilson, H. Dawson, 
J. Broad, A. L. Butters, D. Whitfield, J. A. Gosling, 
E. Beddard, W. Carless, H. F. Downe, H. H. Whitlam- 
Smith, Prof. J. W. Axe, T. J. Wooff, C. Lowe, J. G. 
Lowe, Major, B. L. Glover, J. Irving, and H. J. 
Goodall. 

The Secretary (Mr. A. W. Gill) having read the 
, notice convening the meeting, 

On the motion of Mr. Faulkner, seconded by Prof. 
~Walley, the minutes of the previous annual general 
meeting were taken as read and were confirmed. 


Exection or Councit. 


The Scrutineers reported that the ballot for members 
.of Council had resulted in the return of the following 
gentlemen who had secured the :umber of votes recor- 
_ded after their names: Mr. W. Huntivg, 885; Sir F. 
FitzWygram, Bart., 865; Mr. R. C. Trigger, 757 ; Prof. 
Penberthy, 729; Mr. J. A. W. Dollar, 592; Mr. A. W. 
Mason, 581; Mr. T. D. Lambert, 549; Mr. J. Fraser, 
_687 ; Mr. W. O. Williams, 530; Mr. J. Abson, 478. The 
unsuccessful candidates were: Mr. W. F. Barrett, 422; 
Mr. J. S. Hurndall, 415; Mr. J. D. Barford, 383 ; Mr. 
W. Carless, 347; Mr. A. Over, 270; Mr. J. McKiuna, 177 ; 
Mr. W. Bower, 151; Professor McGill, 132 ; Mr. H. G. 
Rogers, 74; Mr. T. A. Dollar, 51; Mr. 3. Bignold, 44 ; 
Mr. P. 8. Dollar, 32; and W. W. Dollar, 31. 
Mr. T. A. Dottar to the Chairman: May I ask you, 
sir, whether you have any remarks to make with regard 
-to any of the numinations for this election. 
The Cuarrman : No, sir. 
Mr. T. A. Dotiar: Then, with your permission 
wish to bring a personal matter before the meeting. 
The CuarRMAN : Do you object to the election BP 
Mr. T. A. Dottak: I do not object to the election, 
ibut I object to the conduct of a certain person 11 con- 
nection with the nominations for the election. — ‘ 
The CHarrMaN: Will you allow me to fivish t 
present business first and then asa matter of easly J 
-will allow you to make astatemeut. The chairman then 


declared the ten gentlemen for whom the highest num- 


ber of votes were recorded to be duly elected members of 
the Council. He explained that owing to the death of 
Mr. Merrick and the resignation of Vet.-Capt. Raymond, 
ten instead of eight—the usual number of councillors 
chosea annually—had to be elected on that occasion. 
Hence it was necessary that there should be a ballot to 
determine what two gentlemen should retire next year 
when the term of office for which Mr. Merrick and Capt. 
Raymond were elected would expire, 

The ballot resulted in the selection of Professor 
Williams and Mr. Hunting as the retiring members next 
year. 

The Cuatrman: I shall be pleased now, Mr. Dollar, 
to hear your statement, but wish it to be clearly under- 
stood that no discussion on the subject can be allowed. 

Mr. Dottar: By your courtesy, sir, 1 wish to bring 
before this meetiug the fact that a certain gentleman, a 
member of our profession—Mr, H. Smith, of Worthing 
—took upon himself to nominate me as a candidate for 
election on the Council. In addition to myself he 
nominated my brother and my nephew. Further he 
nominated Mr. H. G. Rogers and Mr. Bignold. He did 
this without consulting in the least those whom he 
nominated as to whether they were agreeable to be 
nominated. Now, | think every member of the pro- 
fession must at once recognise the very grave fact that 
Mr. Smith in the action he took sought, to the best of 
his power, to damage, if possible, the name of Dollar. 
One gentleman of that name had already been nominated 
by the Central Veterinary Medical Society and was 
desirious of standing. I was not aware of the action of 
Mr. Smith until I received my voting paper. Imme- 
diately I received that paper I wrote to Mr. Smith, and 
I think I shall take up much less time of the meeting, 
if I simply read the correspondence, in order to inform 
you of the circumstances. I wrote as follows :— 


May 23rd, 1894, 
Mr. H. Smith, M.R.C.VS., Worthing, 

Sir,—It has come to my knowledge that you have 
nominated me as a candidate for the present election of 
Council. I should have at least expected that an 
ordinary appreciation of the rudiments of politeness 
would have suggested to you the Bar presen of first 
consulting me in the matter, and of ascertainiug my 
willingness to accept the nomination. And further than 
this I should have expected that a person who has been 
a member of the veterinary profession for ten years 
would have understood that an election is not an 
occasion either for the display of mere political jobbery 
or of reckless irresponsibility. If you are within the 
bounds of strictly legal procedure in making this un- 
authorised use of my name and that of others of my 
family, your conduct will certainly not mvet with the 
approval of gentlemen ; and if you are acting not on 
your own initiative but on that of other persons, I can 
only regret that you show so gross a disregard both of 
the serious character of an election, and of ordinary 
social amenities. I shall certainly bring this matter 
prominently before the profession, if only to guard 
against any other person repeating such action.—I am, 

edient servant 

To this communication I received the subjoined 
reply :— 

Winton Lodge, Worthing, 
ay 27th, 1894, 

Sir,—I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter, but 
could wish it had been expressed in more courteous 
lauguage. I can only say that I have a perfect right, 
according to the Charters, to nominate any M.R.C.V.S. 
for election as member of Council, and nowhere is it 
stated that it is necessary that the candidate so nomina 
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ted should be consulted. In municipal affairs this is 
often done, so that I cannot understand why you should 
express such unnecessary indignation. As a matter of 
fact [ have noticed how strongly both you and other 
members of your family have given expression tu your 
views on the “ Farriers”’ question, both in the lay and 
professional press, and I should be gratified to see those 
views carried into effect by the Council; and therefore 
proposed those members of the profession who, from 
their intimate knowledge of the subject, could be depen- 


_ déd upon to carry the alterations they proposed. I must 


apologise for not answering your letter before, but was 
me from home on business.—I remain, yours faith- 
uly, 


T. A. Dollar, Esq. 


Now, I think, there is no gentleman present who, 
after hearing this letter read, will not at once agree with 
me when I say that Mr. Smith has been guilty—I will 
not say what I feel as my language might be considered 
too strong at this meeting—has been guilty of disgrace- 
ful conduct in a professional sense. He has made, or 
tried to make, fools of the whole profession. He has, for 
the sake of some petty pique, either on his part or that 
of persons behind him, done this thing. 1t might not be 
difficult for me to put my hand on people in our pro- 
fession capable of prompting him to this procedure, 
However, he is responsible for what has been done. 
The case reminds one of two mischevious schoolboys, one 
of whom suggests to the other what a fine lark it would 
be to smash the windows of the old woman who sells 
sweets ; and the other boy straightway goes and does it. 
I am willing to suppose that Mr. Smith is himself 
entirely ignorant of what he is doing, or of its effect, 
because in his letter he says I have, both in the lay and 
professional press, written and used strong language in 
connection with the farrier question. As a matter of 
fact I have not written to either the lay or professional 
press on this subject at all. Then he says I need not be 
very much huffed avout his unauthorised nominations 
because this sort of thing is being constantly done in 
municipal elections. Well, I hope that in our profession 
we are not desirious of adopting the methods that some- 
times prevail in the conduct of municipal affairs. I 
think as a profession we are above the practices that 
prevail in municipal contests. I do not think such 
practices are of that standing or dignity that we, asa 
profession, should wish to imitate them. I think I have 
said suflicient to show the enormity of the offence of 
which Mr. Smith has been guilty ; and, without going 
further into the matter, I wish to submit a resolution 
believing that it is necessary that there should be sume 
strong oe of opinion on the part of the profession 
with, at all events, a view of stopping these objectionable 
methods in the future. I move, therefore, “ That the 
members of the veterinary profession at the annual 
— meeting, express their disapproval of the con- 

uct of Mr. Smith in connection with the nomination of 
candidates for election as members of the Council, and 
request the Council to take effective measures t 
prevent a repetition of any such conduct.” . 

Mr. H. G. Rogers: Do I understand, Mr. Chairman, 
that you cannot allow any discussion on this subject ! 

The CuairMan: Yes, sir. 

Mr. Rogers: Will you then kindly allow me, as one 
of those whose names have been unwarrantably used by 
Mr. Smith, to make a personal statement. 

The Cuarrman: Of course I wish to extend the same 
courtesy to you that has been extended to Mr. Dollar. 

Mr. Rogers :—I take this opportunity of saying that 
my name appeared in the voting paper without my con- 
sent and against my wish. Until the morning when the 
voting papers were issued I had no knowledge that I was 


H. Smita. 


posing as a candidate for election. I then adopted 
means with a view of negativing the mischievous action 
of this unauthorised nomination and, I had hoped, 
successfully. Yet I find that notwithstanding this, 
though I tried to bring to the knowledge of every mem- 
ber of the profession so far as I was able, the fact that. 
the nomination was without my knowledge and consent,. 
I have polled 74 votes. I put it to you: is not this most 
unfair to those lesser known legitimate candidates. It. 
cannot fail, I think, to operate as a most unfair interfer- 
ence with their legitimate chances of election. I do not: 
know in what way you will deal with Mr. Dollar’s motion, 
but I shall have much pleasure in seconding it now or 
later if I may be allowed todo so. I wish, if I may be 

rmitted, to read a letter which I have received from: 

r. Smith v.*s morning. I gave him notice that I 
should bring his conduct before the meeting if I was: 
allowed to do so. He writes :— 


“ Veterinary Establishment, 
Worthing, June 5th, 1894. 


Dear Sir,—Received your letter this morning. I am 
surprised that you should take your nomination other 
than a compliment, and should the profession do you the: 
honour to elect you, it is in your power to resign. I am 
unable to attend the meeting to-morrow, but had [ been 
able to do so, I should have asked how many of the 
candidates nominated were consulted on the matter.. 

Yours faithfully, 

H. G. Rogers, Esq. Henry Smita.” 
This is extraordinary! It shows that the man responsible 
for this action has not the slightest idea what he has. 
done, or the mischievous effect his unauthorized and un- 
warranted action may have had on the chances of what I 
may call the Jesser known legitimate candidates. (Ap- 

lause. 
Mr. W. W. Doitar:—I should like extended to me 
the same courtesy that has been extended to the two 
previous gentlemen. I also am one of those persons. 
who have been selected for the honour of being nomin- 
ated by Mr. Smith, and like the others, I was unaware: 
of the fact until | received my voting paper. Then, in: 
conjunction with Mr. Rogers and Mr. T. A. Dollar, I 
also took the necessary steps to inform the profession: 
that they were being misled in the matter, but as in the 
case of Mr. Rogers, I notice that some apparently have 
not received the intimation, and a number of votes— 


‘thgagh a small number—have been recorded in my 


favour. Now, I think, this question of nomination is 
one that affects the whole profession very closely, for if 
conduct of this sort is to be permitted, it is quite within 
the power of any member to nominate half the names on 
the Register, thus reduce the election to a mere farce,. 
and thwart those candidates who are really anxious to 
serve their profession on the Council. The nominations 
of Mr. Smith were, I believe, forwarded at the very last 
minute so that there was very little time for anyone to 
have objected or taken measures to prevent conseyuent 
mischief. As I have said unless effective steps be taken 
to prevent this abuse of nominations, some equally 
officious gentlemen may next year nominate at the 
eleventh hour all the gentlemen on the Register. 

The Cuarrman :—Mr. Dollar, I cannot very well 
accept your motion, but I think the case has been quite 
met by the explanation that has been received from 
yourself, your son, and Mr. Rogers. I can assure you 
that the Council regret very much that such action 
should have been taken by a member of the profession, 
and I think you can safely leave the matter in the hands 
of the Council. I can assure you that before another 
election takes place, the Council will take steps to pre- 
vent a repetition of the objectionable conduct which has 
occurred at the presant election ; and, which following 
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the example of Mr. Dollar, I refrai i isi 
rain from stigmatising as 

Professor McFapyran :—What is the obijecti 
putting this resoluticn to the meeting? It aoe mes 
to be pertinent to the business for which we are 
assembled, and I think we ought to mark in a very strong 
manner our disapprobation of the unworthy conduct 
which has been pursued by a member of the profession, 

Mr. LeatueEr :—I should suggest that some strong 
action be taken in this matter. I quite agree with Pro- 
fessor McFadyean. 

Professor MacQueen :—I rise to ask a question. | 
understand you (the Chairman) to have ruled that the 
question raised by Mr. Dollar, senior cannot be dis- 
cussed now. I beg to ask if you will give us any infor- 
mation when the question can be entertained and dis- 
cussed by members of the profession. If not at a 
general meeting when will the day come! Must we call 
a special meeting for the purpose? 1 should like to 
know whether we cannot enter upon the discussion or 
motion at once or soon after the report has been 
received ? 

The CHairman :—I do not wish to prevent a discus- 
sion on this or any other subject, and [| shall be pleased 
to hear the discussion after the report has been received 
and adopted. 


Tue Report anp Batance SHEET. 


The 51st annual report and balance sheet of the Coun’ 
cil for the year 1893-4 being the Jubilee year—was then 
presented. It had been printed and circulated among 
the members of the profession and was taken as read. 

The CHairMAN :—1 should just like to say that I have 
much pleasure in congratulating the profession upon 
having attained this year their jubilee year. I am very 
grateful to members for having turned up in such good 
numbers and for constituting such a representative meet- 
ing as! see here to day. It is usual for the president in 
introducing tu the notice of the meeting the annual 
report to make a few remarks, and | cau assure you my 
remarks will b» very brief, because I feel sure you are 
very anxious to discuss the matter that is containvd in 
this report. It is a report of the Council to the profes- 
sion, and it contains the business that has occupied their 
attention during the year. In asking you to receive and 
adopt this report we invite your discussion because by 
the discussion which takes place on these occasions we 
are informed of what is required by the profession and 
we are able to learn whether the action of the Council 
is approved by the profession. There is one subject in 
this report about which I should like to say a word, and 
that is as to the proposed veterinary college for Ireland. 
Gentlemen, we have done our best in this matter to try 
and protect the interests of the Royal College of Veteri- 
nary Surgeons; and we are assured that, should this 

roposed veterinary college be established in Ireland, 
it will not interfere with us at all as a licensing body; 
and that the college will stand to us in the same relation 
as the existing schools in England and Scotland. 

Mr. Ow formally moved and Mr. Barrett seconded 
the adoption of the report and financial statement. 

Mr. T. A. Doxa said that the report in one respect 
seemed rather inconclusive, but he did not know whether 
this arose from an omission vf the printer or of the 
Council itself. One thing was done last year which had 
never been done in the profession before, namely a 
special general meeting of the profession was called, It 
was convened to discuss the subject of “ the Worshipful 
Company of Farriers and Registration of Shoeing 
Smiths.” The paragraph in the report relating to this 
matter was as fullows :— 

On the requisition of the necessary number of mem- 
bers of College, a special meeting of the members was 
held at Red Lion Square on the 4th August, 1895, the 


President in the Chair. There were thirty members 
resent. Mr. T. A. Dollar moved, and Mr. J. Sutcliffe 
urndall seconded—“ That this meeti 

Couneil of the Ro 

: yal College of Veterinary Surgeons to 
sever its connection with the Registration Committee 
for the National Registration cf Shoeing Smiths.” The 

Resolution was put, eighteen voting for and twelve 

against.” The report of the Council went to every 

members of the pro- 

at they could afford to 

spend money and lose time in attending the annual 
general meeting. No doubt hundreds in the profession 
would read the paragraph he had qnoted and wish to 
know what he desired to know, and that was the action 
which the Council had taken consequent upon the 
resolution he proposed and which was adopted. Was 
anything done by the Council? It appeared nothing was 
done, so far as the report was concerned. Now if a 
matter was deemed by a sufficient number of the pro- 
fession to be of so much importance as to induce them to 
bring about a special meeting of the profession to con- 
sider it and to carry a resolution relating to it, surely it 
was scant courtesy on the part of the Council to omit all 
reference as to what was done by them consequent upon 
the resolution. There was not a single word to intimate 
whether the decision of the special meeting of the profes- 
sion was discussed by them, or whether the resolution 
was simply thrown into the waste paper basket and no 
further notice was taken of it. He asked the President 
to give them some little information about this matter 
as to which he (Mr. Dollar) was personally anxious, 
With respect to the reference in the report to the 
“ Fellowship examination,” he had to express his sutis- 
faction and, he thought, also the satisfacuion of the pro- 
fession, that the new regulations in connection with the 
fellowship examination would secure that only men of 
high capacity could attain this distinction in future. 
They were greatly indebted to members of the Council 
for the time and trouble they had devoted and taken in 
framing rules and regulations which would render it iu- 
possible for any mau to become a Fellow without com- 
manding the respect of the profession. A Fellowship 
would now be a real honour, and a proof that its possessor 
was along way above the ordinary practitioner. He 
noticed that while in the balance sheet “ fellowship fees” 
were set down as producing £231 2 8 only one gentle- 
man was recorded in the report as having obtained the 
fellowship degree in the past year, and surely he did not 
pay fees to so large an amount. 

The CuatrMANn explained that the financial year 
ended on the 31st March, and that the item referred to 
included fees paid between then and June last year by 
gentiemen who had passed in the period not covered by 
the present report of the Council, but whose payments 
were necessarily included in ‘he present balance sheet. 

Professor MacquZeEN said he noticed on the creditor 
side of the account the item “ Reporters £40 17 4.” He 
wanted to kuow what benefit the profession derived from 
this expenditure. The minutes of the Council meetings 
were not published at the cxpense of the Council, nor 
was he aware that the Council circulated those reports 
free of charge, or for any charge. He wished to know 
whether the £40 odd was spent for the gratification of 
only thirty one members of the profession. He had 
taken some little trouble in investigating the expenditure 
for reporting purposes and he found it had been gradually 
growing. In 1891 it was £17 17. The volubility of 
members of the Council was probably a little less in 
those days than now. (Laughter). In the next year 
the expenditure had risen to £27 16. In 1893 it was 
£37 15 and this year it is £40 17 4. He submitted that 
they required, as members of the profession, a little more 
for their money than they were getting. (Hear, hear). 
In order to know what was going on at the Council 


~ 


’ not of another teaching school, it was their duty to see 
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meetings he held that an authentic report—an official 
report—of those meetings should be sent to the profes- 
sional journals. He did not think it was necessary for 
him to enter into any argument in favour of publication 
or of publicity. He simply confined his attention to 
pointing out a defect in recent management, and he 
trusted that the Council with its usual good sense and 
judgment would take a hint in time and not allow 
another year to pass without a sufficieut publication of 
their proceedings. He would pass to another matter if 
he were in order—he was a very orderly man. (Hear, 
hear and laughter.) The matter to which he now ad- 
verted was in connection with the jubilee year. They 
would observe that the only reference to the jubilee of 
the profession appeared in the heading of the printed 
report—they were an ungrateful profession. The whole 
immense subject of the advance of the profession during 
the past fifty years was dismissed in some five or six 
words. This was what the Council said at the head of 
their report : * Fifty-first annual report of the Council 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons for the year 
1893-4, being the jubilee year, 1844-94. It was like an 
inscription on a tombstone instead of an inscription of 
birth or of a rejuvenescent period. (Hear, hear, and 
laughter). He wished to propose a resolution that they 
as a profession should take some notice of the days which 
were past ; that they should on that fiftieth anniversary 
take some note of the work done for them or on their 
behalf by the pioneers of 1844. There were only five of 
them. While they were all talking about the jubilee 
nobody seemed inclined to do much to celebrate it. He 
suggested that that Council consisting of the represent- 
ative and responsible men of the profession should take 
the initiative and erect a tablet or s»me memento to 
commemorate the foundation of that licensing body, to 
bear upon it the names of those to whom they owed their 
professional existence that day. (Applause.) 

Mr. Leatuer spoke of the necessity of a more explicit 
construction being given to the word “advertising ” in 
relation to the profession. He directed the attention of 
the Registration Committee to this matter, pointing out 
that the act did not contain the word «advertising. 
Another matter which he desired to vring under the 
cognizance of the Registration Committee was that they 
should devise means for perpetuating the names of 
deceased members. At present when a member of the 
profession died—-no matter how emineut he might have 
been—he was immediately struck off the Register and all 
trace of him was lust. He should like to have their’ 
names recorded on their Register so that they might turn 
to them in print. 

Mr. TrieGer said while 1t was not for them as a pro- 
fession to express any opinion as to the advisability or 


that in the event of such a school being established in 
Ireland, the interests of the profession were duly safe- 
guarded. Hence he wished tov move: “ That this meet- 
ing is of opinion that if a pecuniary grant be made to 
the proposed Irish college by the Government, the 
English and Scotch colleges should be also subsidised.” 
He thought it would te a distinct hardship to existing 
schools to subsidise an Irish school while leaviny the 
former to fight unaided for their existence. We had in 
Great Britain most successful schools, and if they and 
the projected school in Ireland were all placed on the 
same platform so far as examinations were concerned, 
they should be mutually on the same footing as regarded 
State grants or subsidies. As to the personal matter 
which had been mentioned by Mr. Dollar and Mr. 
Rogers, he suggested that the former’s resolution, if it 
omitted the name of the individual whose conduct was 


mention Mr. Smith, as he (Mr. Trigger) very much 
doubted whether Mr. Smith stood alone in this trans- 
action. He had no desire to palliate Mr. Smith’s con- 
duct, but in that gentleman’s absence they knew nothing 
of the motives or reasons that guided him. He wassure, 
however, that the Council deplored exceedingly the action 
of any member of the profession calculated to throw 
dust in the eyes of the profession, and he believed that 
the Council would be prepared to take energetic steps 
with a view to prevent any similar conduct in the future, 
To mention Mr. Smith would be invidious, and he (Mr, 
Trigger) ventured to suggest that there were gentlemen 
present who had nominated friends for election on the 
Council without first consulting the latter as to whether 
they were agreeable to stand. Personally he never 
received the slightest intimation from the College that 
he was nominated. 

Mr. Huntine: I rise toa point of order. If these” 
resolutions are to be brought on after the adoption of 
the report, I would suggest that any discussion upon 
them should be deferred until then and not allowed now. 
(Hear, hear.) If it is not already seconded, I will second 
the resolution that the report be adopted. 

Mr. Triecer: I believe that a resolution simply de- 
claring that in future any gentleman nominated for the 
Council should be immediately informed of the fact, 
would meet with general acceptancv. 

Mr. Awve: Refore this report is adopted, I should 
like to ask how it is that so large a sum as £76 is set 
down for “ petty cash sundries.” 

The CuairnMaAN: That is for postage stamps and petty 
expenses. We shall be glad to show the petty cash book 
to any member after the meeting is over. 

Prof. McFapygan said there was one matter touching 
a certain action taken by the Council on his initiative, 
with respect to which he desired to offer some explana- 
tion. It had reference to the reporting and minuting 
of their proceedings. Prof. Macqueen‘had pointed out 
that the minuting of the proceedings of the Council cost 
during the past year apparently the sum of about £40, 
and he gathered from what he said that he regarded that 
amount as excessive. He agreed with him, and he 

romised that as an individual member of the Council 

e should make an effort to reduce this expenditure. He 
might, however, remind Prof. Macqueen and the meet- 
ing in general that if it had not been for a resolution 
the Council recently adopted, this sum would have been 
considerably greater. Ata recent meeting of the Coun- 
rs they were gravely askel to incur the expense of 

lling up their minutes in type in order that “ proofs” 
might be supplied to the editors of the various profes- 
sional journal. At the same meeting the president in- 
formed them that the editor of one of those journals was 

uite willing to do this for nothing as the editors of The 

eterinarian had been willing to do in the past. 
Naturally it occurred to some of them that it would be 
an exceedingly foolish proceeding to insist upon paying 
for what they could get done for nothing ; but inasmuch 
as it appeared distasteful to some members of the Coun- 
cil to accept this offer of The Veterinary Journal ; and, as 
it appeared to him, it did not in the least matter whether 
the secretary entered the shorthand writer’s transcript 
in the miuute book or was furnished with printed slips, 
he (Prof. McFadyean) moved that their minutes should 
not, in the future, he printed. In doing this, however, 
he did not propose auythiug that would have the effect 
of limiting the publicity which they desired the pro- 
ceedings of the Council to have. And, when Professor 
Macyueen asked the Council to furnish an anthentic re- 
port of the proceedings he was making an absurd request. 
What did he mean by his absurd request? The Council 


condemned and merely condemned such conduct on the 
part of any member of the profession, would meet with 
the acceptance of the Council. It might be invidious to | 


opened its doors to the editos of any journal who cared 
to send a shorthand reporter to report its proceedings. 
He (Prof. McFadyean) assumed that members of the pro- 
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fession who were not members of the C i i 

full knowledge of the Council’s 
reports printed in The Veterinary Kecord. The editor of 
that journal sent his own reporter to the Council meet- 
ings and gave them an account which they might call 
“authentic” if they liked. Did Prof. Macqueen desire 
that no report should be issued until it was revised 
authenticated and confirmed by the Council at a meet- 
ing three months subsequent to that to which the report 
related? (Laughter.) How would the editor of The 
Veterinary Record—a weekly journal—like that ? 
Was he to wait three months before he could report the 
proceedings of the Council? He (Prof. McFadyean) 
protested that the whole thing was absurd ; and he pro- 
tested also against anyuve by implication giving it out 
that any action the Council had taken would interfere 
with publicity being given to the proceedings of the 
Council. 

Mr. J. S. Hurnpatt remarked that the official report 
of the proceedings of the Council, if Prof. McFadyean’s 
resolution was carried out, would practically be the 

rivate property of the Council and not that of the pro- 
ession. The profession had a right tolook to the Coun- 
cil for a report of its proceedings,—they had a right to 
know what it did. Unless the profession were made 
acquainted with the Council’s proceedings they had no 
means of estimating what the Council’s services were 
worth. If they wished to know what his (Mr. Hurn- 
dall’s) views in this matter were he would tell them. He 
considered that a professional reporter should be eugaged 
by the Council and required to take an absolutely verba- 
tim report of the proceedings,—not cutting it down 
according to his own fancies or imagination, or leaving 
anything out, whether offensive or not. Let everything 
be reported. When the reporter had transcribed fully 
his verbatim note, then the transcript should be printed, 
a copy supplied to every member of the Council, and a 
copy sent to every professional journal free of charge for 
the purpose of publication. That was his view, and he 
left it to them to determine, as members of the profession, 
whether that was not the most straightforward course to 
adopt. If Professor McFadyean’s resolutior be carried 
out it will virtually have the effect of withholdiug from 
the profession information they have a right to know. 

Professor PENBERTHY : As the proposer of the resolu- 
tion that the minutes should be printed under the direc- 
tion of the Council, I say that this is all a storm ina tea- 
cup. [ donot believe that those gentlemen who took an 
opposite view to myself as to how the details should be 
carried out, had in their minds the remotest idea of pre- 
venting the publication of the minutes of the Council in 
the ordinary and proper form. Speaking as the pro- 
poser of the resolution that we should print our own 
minutes, Ido not regard the resolution that over-ruled 
mine as any attempt to burke publication or prevent the 
profession from getting a full report of the proceedings 
of the Council. 

Mr. Huntine: I want to make one remark on the 
report, and I will not wander from the report. Professor 
McFadyean found fault with the reporters charges 
amounting altogether to £40 and said they were exces- 
sive. How many Council meetings have been reported 
for the sum mentioned? Ten. £4 a meeting. (A 
Voice: There were twelve Council meetings.) Is not 
the complaint a little suggestive of the nationality of the 
speaker? Anybody who knows anything about the 
time and trouble involved in taking and transcribing full 
notes of a meeting lasting several hours knows that £4 
for such a report is no excessive charge. 

Mr. Bray said he observed in the financial statement 
an item of £181 10s. 7d. for “repairs to premises.” He 
thought this was rather a large sum seeing that that was 
a comparatively new building. d 

The Cuarrman: We have been employing 4 very UD- 


business-like man as builder. This account extends 
over three years. It includes painting and decorating 
the place right through, his account for this was £56 
10s.7d. and the rest was in respect of an old account. 

Mr. Kine complained of the inferior quality of the 
stationery used at the College and sent out to the pro- 
fession and thought an improvement should be made in 
this respect. The envelopes sent out for the return of 
the voting papers were too small and were apt to get lost 
or miscarry in transmission. They should get better 
stationery forthe money. Could not the voting papers 
be sent out so as to be returnable within seven clear 
days before che annual meeting. He had only got his 
paper two days prior to that meeting; and if he had 
chanced to be away from home he might have lost his 
opportunity of voting. He should like to know who was 
responsible for the scientific editing of the annual re- 
port, and for such entries as these, recording gifts to the 
museum : “ A foal foetus” and “a thrombus taken from 
a portal veins of a colt six years of age.” (Laughter.) 

The Cuarrman: The Publication Committee are re- 
sponsible for this report and they spent some hours in 
this room in preparing it. (Laughter.) 

Professor McGiuu speaking of the special meeting of 
the profession which had been convened by the Council 
in accordance with the requisition of the necessary num- 
ber of members of the College) respecting the Worship- 
ful Company of Farriers and the Registration of Shoeing 
Smiths, said it was clearly the duty of the Conncil on 
receipt of the requisition to have notified every member 
of the profession that the meeting was about to take 
place. This was not, however, done owing to laxity in 
the fulfilment of duty. He was struck with the want of 
observance of due procedure not only in the manner in 
which the meeting was convened but in the lack of any 
indication on the part of the Council that they had con- 
sidered the decision at which the meeting arrived, It 
was the conviction of some of those present that the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons should not have 
been tailed on to the Farriers’ Company witbout the 
sanction of the profession, The thing was done, and 
then ata special meeting of the profession the Council 
were requested by resolution to sever the College’s con- 
nection with the Registration Committee for the National 
Registration of Shoeing Smiths. That resolution ap- 
peared never eveu to have been discussed by the Council. 
The profession were entitled to know whether, when 
they passed resolutions on questions vitally affectin 
them, they were to be ignored in this way by the Connci 
or were to receive the attention and discussion they 
respectfully deserved. 

Mr. H. G. Rogers :—I think our secretary was guilty 
of negligence in not notifying each individual member as 
to the calling of the special general meeting. 

Mr. Huntine :—The only resolution now before this 
meeting is that the report be adopted and yet we are 
having discussions and explanations about everything 
or. H. Epaar :—There is one matter | wish to men- 
tion and that is in reference to the alteration ot the 
address of members. I gave notice to the secretary more 
than 12 months ago of the change of my address. Not- 
withstanding that my voting paper goes to my old address. 
If our secretary has so much business to do that he cannot 
fulfil the duties of his office, we had better reduce his 
salary by £50 and furnish him with an assistant. 

The motion for the adoption of the report and balance 
sheet was then put and carried unanimously. 


UNAUTHORISED NOMINATIONS. 


Mr. T. A. Dottar then moved :—* Thar the members 
of the veterninary prvfession present at the Annual 
General Meeting hereby express their disapproval of 
the conduct of Mr, H. Smith in connection with the 
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nomination of candidates for the Council at the last elec- 
tion, and calls upon the Council to take effective measures 
to prevent a recurrence of such conduct.” 

Mr. Rogers seconded the motion. 

Mr. RutHerForp considered it would be unfair to 
condemn Mr. Smith in his absence and without hearing 
any explanation he had to offer. 

Mr. W. W. Dottar replied that Mr. Smith had received 

ample notice both from Mr. Rogers and himself of their 
intention to bring his conduct before that meeting. His 
absence was wilful absence. 
’ Mr. Huntine said he had no doubt that all of them 
present agreed in substance in the resolution proposed 
by Mr. Dollar but he asked them to consider whether 
they had a right to interpret Mr. Smith’s letter as untrue. 
He told them that he could not attend that meeting; 
he gave them reasons why he made these nominations ; 
and what grounds had they for disbelieving his statements. 
He (Mr. Hunting) thought that Mr. Rutherford was 
right in urging that Mr. Smith’s absence should be con- 
sidered. After the expression of opinion which Mr. 
Dollar had elicited, he (Mr. Hunting) (thought that the 
motion might well be withdrawn. It was hardly worth 
while using a steam hammer to crush a butterfly. There 
was nothing in the rules to prevent Mr. Smith’s action, 
although he (Mr. Hunting) did not say he had not 
abused the rules. He thought the matter might well 
rest here without taking official notice of the action of 
which complaint had beea made. 

Mr. H. Epe@ar thought that if Mr. Smith had been 
made the tool of other people he should nevertheless bear 
the brunt of his offending, unless he came forward and 
cleared himself. 

Mr. Bepparp was of opinion that the proposing of 
candidates for the Council without their knowledge and 
consent was calculated to bring the Council into con- 
tempt and ridicule. Two of the most respected mem- 
bers of the profession in the Midland Counties were 
nominated without their knowledge, and he could not 
understand procedure of that kind adding to the dignity 
of Council or of the profession in general. 

Mr. OwtEs asked whether it would not be sufficient if 
the meeting expressed its disapproval of the course pur- 
sued by Mr. Smith without asking the Council to take 
actiou. After all, he did not think that Mr. Smith 
meant any harm, although he did a reckless thing. 

Prof. McFapygan : I do not think there is one single 
extenuating circumstance in the case. If you have any 
objection to voting for the resolution in its present form 
I would suggest that Mr. Smith’s name be left out 


_ of it. 


Mr. Do.uar then altered his resolution which as 
amended stoo’ as follows: “ That the members of the 
veterinary profession present at the annual general meet- 
ing, express their disapproval of the conduct of a mem- 
ber in connection with the nomination of members of 
the Council at the last election.’’ 


Mr. Rows asked them where they were going to draw 
the line. He found himself vominated as a scrutineer 
without his kuowledge or consent, and he saw no reason 
why he any more than others should be taken away from 
his business to fulfil the duties of a scrutineer. He 
suggested that the Council should limit the right of any 
one gentleman to propose candidates, to the nomination 
of two only whose consent should be previously ob- 
tained. This would meet the difficulty, and the altera- 
tion of rule should be made to include the nomination of 
scrutineers only with the latter’s consent. 


The CuarnmMan: Gentlemen nominated as scrutineers 
are always written to and asked if they will serve. If 
they write back to the secretary objecting, then other 
gentlemen are appointed. I thought gentlemen were 
pleased to serve as scrutineers. 


Mr. Caxtess: I find myself nominated this year with- 
out my knowledge or consent. 

Mr. Hunrrne said he had nominated Mr. Carless and 
Mr. Over without asking them anything about it. He 
nominated Mr. Over because he was the highest of the 
unsuccessful candidates last year, and he nominated Mr. 
Carless at the personal request of a friend of that gentle- 
man: and he thought he was doing no harm. He 
desired to apologise to those gentlemen whom he had 
thus nominated if he had in any way offended them, 
and also to the profession if they thought he had done 
wrong. 

The motion was carried. 


A MeEMoRIAL TO THE PETITIONERS oF 1844, 


Professor MacqureEN: Before proceeding with the 
resolution I mentioned a short time ago as to cum- 
memorating the jubilee, [ should like to know whether 1 
shall now be in order in discussing the present state of 
the information conveyed to the profession of the pro- 
ceedings of the Council. This meeting is not a meetin 
of the Council but an open meeting for the discussion o: 
any question of professional interest, and I submit, Mr. 
Chairman, that with your permission, I am perfectly 
entitled to discuss the publication of the proceedings of 
the Council. I wish to take the sense of the meeting as 
to the best method of giving members of the profession 
sufficient information of what goes on in the Council 
chamber. 

The Cuarrman: The Council are quite alive to the 
fact that their proceedings must be published, and I 
think there was, perhaps, some little oversight in what 
was done at their last meeting. I can assure you that 
the matter is in the hands of the Council, and that steps 
will be taken at their next meeting to publish the pro- 
ceedings. 

Professor Macqugeen: With that assurance I shall 
pass to the resolution. I hope I shall live long enough 
to be here next year and I shall take occasion then, on 
the discussion of the annual report, to revert to this 
question of the publication of the Council’s proceedings. 
Wich reference to the jubilee, I beg to propose this 
resolution: “That this meeting recommends to the 
favourable consideration of the Council the appropriate- 
ness of marking the 50th anniversary of the foundation 
of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons, by a suita- 
ble memorial to those men who obtained for us the 
Charter of 1844.” That is my resolution. I need say 


, mgr in support of it. It ought to appeal to every- 


ne who has the true professional interest at heart. 

Mr. Learner: | have much pleasure in seconding the 
motion. 

The CuatrmMaNn: | ask everyone present to sign the 
attendance book. It willbe of interest to keep a record 
of the signatures of all the gentlemen present at this 
jubilee meeting to-day. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 


Tue Proposep Irish 


Mr. TricczerR moved: “That this meeting is of 
opinion that if a pecuniary grant be made by the govern- 
ment to the proposed Irish College, the English and 
Scotch Colleges should be also subsidised with a like 
sum.” 

_Mr. RutrHeRForp said that while he had taken care to 
bring this matter before more than one society of the 
prefession, he thought that the proposition before the 
meeting was hardly one which that college could enter- 
tain. He considered that the Council had done quite 
enough when it undertook to see that this proposed Irish 
College was affiliated in all its work with that body cor- 
porate. He did not think that meeting could take up 
the position of advocating the personal interests of the 


schools, or of urgiug that the schools should receive 
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Government subsidies. He thought that any expression | 


of; opinion of that kind was out of place on the 
present occasion. It was not for them to say what the 

sh Government should do, although he was firmly of 
opinion that it would be an improper and unjust thin 
to bolster up other schools at the expense of hams 
already in existence and doing a splendid work through- 
out the whole country. He thought that it was entirely 
for the existing schools themselves to take action, and 
not for that Royal College of Veteriuary Surgeons to 
attempt to advise the Government what they should do 
in this matter. What they had to do was to see, as 
Members of the Corporate body, that in any fresh depar- 
ture, their privileges wers not interfered with. 

Professor WaLLey said it seemed to him that Mr. 
Rutherford had mixed up the body Corporate with the 
Council. Certainly the Council of that college had no 
right or place to take any steps in this matter, but the 
meeting held there that day was not one of the Council 
at all. They were met as a body, or as an assembl 
representative of the whole profession, and surely the 
profession had a right—if it saw an injustice about to be 
perpetrated—to express its voice in the matter. He did 
not think that they could possibly get a better oppor- 
tunity as a body of expressing their views in this matter, 
than they had that day. He thought it would be an 
unwise thing to allow an opportunity of that kind to 
pass without expressing their views upon so important a 
question. He had not the slightest objection whatever 
tw the Irish people, or the Welsh people, or avy other 
oo establishing a veterinary college if they thought 

t, but he did say that the government of this country 
had no right to subsidise the Irish or any other people 
in establishing a College at the expense of the whole 
nation. The funds necessary for this subsidy would 
come from the pockets of every one of them. 

Mr. FavuLKNeER seconded the motion. He remarked 
that they were met that day as the representatives of 
the veteriuary profession ; and, however strong the exist- 
ing schools might be individually or collectively in de- 
fence of their interests, they would be all the stronger if 
they had the profession withthem. And he thought it 
was the duty of the profession to help them where there 
was a possibility of their being treated in an inequitable 
manner. It was all very well to do justice tu Ireland, 
but so far as their profession was concerned, an equitable 
arrangement should be made all round, and equal justice 
should be done to England and Scotland. 

Mr. Huntrn@ said he wished to say one word on the 
other side. The objection which had beep urged would, 
if it were widened, apply to many other things. Let 
them take, for example, uot veterinary education but the 
general education of the country. Up to a few years ago 
the latter was carried on by private individuals, and they 
sympathised with them in their complaints when School 
Boards were started ; but when the government of the 
country found that the education imparted was not good 
enough, and devoted mouey derived from the ratepayer 
and taxpayer to improve the educational system, they 
had a perfect right to do so. And, although they might 
feel some sympathy for the injured private schoolmaster, 
they certainly would not object to the primary education 
arrangements inaugurated twenty years ago. In the 
same way, he held that, althoygh they might sympathise 
with any damage done to the veterinary schools, it was a 
distinct advantage to have state recognition of their 
calling in the state recognition of any school that might 
be required. It was for the Irish people to say whether 
they would like to have a veterivary college in their 
country and not for that profession ; and he thought - 
the government liked to be so liberal as to give state 4! 
in this matter tu Ireland, although it might be a little 
hard on present schools, yet it was certainly not for them 
to object to it. 


_ Mr. Hoare said it would be well for them to know be- 
fore they passed a resolution about this money, where 
the money was coming from. As he was informed this 
money would in any case go to Ireland, and he did not 
think it could be devoted to a better purpose than aid- 
ing @ veterinary college so long as that college would be 
aschool. Ireland had as much right to a veterinary 
schvol as England or Scotland, 


Mr. WotsTENHOLME thought that if they said nothing 
and state aid was given to the school in Irelaud, that 
fact would serve as a good lever whereby to obtain 
similar aid for the schools in England and Scotland. 
Once they got state recognition in Ireland, the like 
would follow in England and Scotland, 

Mr. RurHervorp said Mr, Wolstenholme had precisely 

expressed his views. 
_ There were 33 votes for the resolution and 39 against 
it. The motion was consequently lost. Votes of thanks 
tu the chairman and to the scrutineers ended the pro- 
ceedings. 


EXAMINATIONS OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE 
OF VETERINARY SURGEONS, MAY 1894. 


The JWritten examination in the various classes 
was held on Friday, May 11th, in London at the 
Examination Hall of the Royal College of Physicians 
and Surgeons, Victoria Embankment; the Oral ex- 
aminations at a meeting of the Court of Examiners, 
10 Red Lion Square, on and between May 21st and 
23rd, and the Practical portion of the final examina- 
tion at the Royal Veterinary College, Camden Town, 
on and between May 28th and 30th. 


The following students passed their examinations : 


EXAMInation. 


Mr. T. J. Arman, 45 Falmouth Road, 8.E. 
Percy Brownrigg, Shelly, Nr. Huddersfield 
H. E. Browne, Ootacamund, India 
F. W. Carless, Hoveringham, Nr. Nottingham 
H. F. Downe, Norwich 
W. Fyrth, Birmingham 
F. Gale 
W. L. Harrison 
P. W. Hill, St. Leonards on Sea 
T. M. C. Hunt 
C. M. Lawton, Brixton Hill 
W. Lindley, Kilburn 
T. W. Lloyd, Aldershot 
H. VY. Low, Norwich 
J. W. O’Rourke 
R.A. H. Over, Rugby 
W. Pauer 
E. T. Pearce, Swansea 
H. Peele 
F. H. Pogson, Belvoir, Grantham 
W. H. Prime, Upper Norwood 
H. C. Reeks, Spalding 
E. G. Robertson 
F. 8. Stanley, Borough, 8.E. 
J. Tagg, Bengal, India 
R. J. G. Voisin, St. Lawrence, Jersey 
H. J. Ward, Henham, Nr. Bishop Stortford 


” 


T. 
H.C. Welch, Bath 
A. L Wilson, Highbury 
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Sxconp Examination. 
Mr. A. H. Berry Mr. J. P. Heyes 
+ W. J. Browning P. S. Howard 
E. B. Bartlett * H. Ildenden 
H. Bibbe M. R. Jones 
W. A. Bull * A.J. Moffett 
W. Burt H. H. Nicholls 
t J. Balden A. E. Payne 
G. H. Butcher E. W. Parks 
W. R. Clarke C. E. Parker 
J. Dunstan H. P. Standley 
H. Edie * J. B. Southey 
J. A. H. Engel C. H. Spurgeon 
+ G. Elmes * W. N. Thompson 
R. G. Gillard E. T. Wood 
* O. G. Hills * J. H. Wynne 
P. J. Hagmaier 8S. Young 


Fist Examination. 


Mr. 8S. T. Amos Mr. H. O’ Neill 

W. H. Brown C. E. Perry 
J. Buckingham W. M. Power 
R. 8. Collihole ¢ D. J. Quinlan 
F. Crowhurst H. Rich 
8S. Dixson C. D. Stewart 
P. M. Evershed A. N. Swanston 
W.G. Green C. W. B. Sikes 
F. C. Gillard F. '. Trewin 
A. J. Hines F. H. Tranter 

* A. F. Harber W. G. Taylor 
L. W. Heelis J. T. Thurston 
R. W. Hall F. A. Verney 
J. F. Jewell s. de M. Woodward 
G. H. Kitchen F. T. Walder 

* P Lloyd 8. B. Wollatt 
A. Miller B. E. Wooster 
.A Olver R. B. Wood 


Marked thus * passed with great credit. 
” » very great credit. 


ArtHour W. Hitz, 
Secretary to Board of Examiners. 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT 


Extract from London Gazette, dated 12th June, 1894. 
“* Veterinary-Captain W. Gladstone to be Vety.- 
Major. Dated 10th June, 1894.” 


‘* Veterinary-Lieut. H. M. Maxwell, F.R.C.V.S., 
to be Veterinary-Captain. Dated 11th June, 1894.” 


Veterinary-Major J. J. Phillips has reported his 
arrival from India on leave of absence. 


Veterinary-Lieut. A. H. Lane has been selected 
for employment with the Egyptian army, and he will 
be placed on the seconded list of the Army Veterinary 
Department from date of embarkation. 


Veterinary-Lieutenant-Colonel A. E. Queripel, 
A.V.D., has been appointed to succeed Inspecting 
Veterinary Surgeon Hallen as head of the Civil 
Veterinary Department in India. 


EXTRACTS AND NOTES. 


ON THE OPERATION OF FIRING HORSES. 


Several correspondents have forwarded copies of this” 
letter, one of whom remarks :—“ The geutleman had to 
fire ‘hundreds’ of cases before arriving at his present 
conclusion.” 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ SPORTING LIFE.” 


S1z,—It is, I consider, a most singular circumstance 
that whilst art and science have during the last century 


-| gone hand in hand in making rapid and beneficial strides 


in numberless ways, that any practice of the darkest aves 
—such, for instance, as the one above headed—should 
now remain uninvestigated, and not, by this time, for 
adequate want of the same, entirely abandoned. I be- 
lieve nearly or quite seventy-five years have passed since 
the establishment of that excellent Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to Animals, whose laudable and 
unremitting energy in prosecuting offenders has met 
with public approval ; but supported as this operation is 
by law, through the voice and action of the veterinary 
profession, this truly noble Society, even if convinced of 
its atrocious and ineffective uature, are powerless to act. 
Their hands are tied, rendering them incapable of sur- 
mounting the obstacles presented ; and doubtless that is 
the reason why for so lengthened a period after the 
formation of the Society no proceedings have been 
instituted against such operators, while, to my great 
surprise, I have been acquainted by one of the principal 
officers of that Society that he has been informed that 
animals evince pleasurable sensations of agreeableness 
during its performmnce, which I have never witnessed 
even under anesthetic exhibitions, but that, if admitted 
to be possible while under that particular influence, it is 
explainable on the grounds of cerebral delusion. No 
one, I should think, would be bold enough to deny 
that as soon as any such effect has subsided, with the 
return of sensation the excruciating pain following to 
the operation is acutely felt. To proceed further, I feel 
almost ashamed to state that, although our College was 
established more thay a century ago, and we are ranked 
as members of a profession, this terrible operation has 
 beeu,perpetuated by us,I might almost say indiscrimin- 
afély and automatically, none of us presuming to discuss 
the modus operandi of benefits (if any) resulting solely 
therefrom. Personally 1 am persuaded that those that 
have been promulgated as effectively accruing from it 
are merely conjectural and hypothetical, and with the 
light thrown on to this subject through reason and 
practical success following the act of the operation, 
those cannot be pronounced to coustitute sufficient data 
to warrant its continued performance by scientific mem- 
bers of a recognised profession. It may be remarked by 
some—lI will not say all—of my professional brethren 
that it is an instauce uf supererogation on my part thus 
to disturb the placid and even tenour of their unconscious, 
painful, and futile practice uf this operation : but I claim 
my privilege to do so as one of its senior members of 
great and lengthened practical experience, having performed 
the like operation superficially and deep on hundreds of 
horses. -I can safely affirm that no curative benefit can 
be attributed to the process of firiug, and therefure, for 
the sake of humanity, and because of the lengthened 
uselessness of the animal in consequence, atteuded as 
that is with the enormous expense to the owners, | trust 
my profession will discard its continuance.—Yours, &., 


H. W. Hoopsr, M.R.C.V.S.L., 


50, Smith Street, King’s Road, Chelsea, 8. W. 
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THANKS TO ELECTORS. 


TO THE MEMBERS OF THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF VETERINARY 
SURGEONS, 


_ Gentlemen,—I feel I ought to thank you for the very 
liberal support you accorded me at the recent election of 
Council, and I desire especially to express my gratitude 
to those 422 gentlemen who directly supported me with 
their vote. Although | was just excluded from the suc. 
cessful list, I feel that, considering I ran without any 
help from the veterinary associations, my views wust 
have been largely accepted by the profession.—I am, 
gentlemen, yours faithfully, 

W. F. Barrer. 
46 Lewisham High Road, New Cross, S.E. 
13th June, 1894. 


Gentlemen,—I beg to express my very grateful thanks 
for the position on the list of members of Council you 
have given me. I shall endeavour so to fulfil the duties 
of the office that no elector may have reason to regret the 
confidence he has shown.—Your obedient servant, 

Hontina. 


Gentlemen,—I hereby desire to return my most sincere 
thanks to all, who, in the past election, supported my 
candidature, and especially to those gentlemen (to some 
of whom I have been unable to reply by letter) who 
wrote me expressing their sympathy and offering assis- 
tance.—I am, gentlemen, your obedient servant, 

Jno. A. W. 


Lodgings for Dogs. 

ln the Birmingham County Court before his Honour 
Judge Chalmers, a claim was made by A H. Gibson, 
veterinary surgeon, Upper Priory, against George E. 
Everett, gentleman, Upper Priory, fur £6 9s. 6d. for 
keeping three dogs for 25 days at 5s. per day, and one 
dog for nive days at 6d. per day. Defendant took three 
sporting dogs to the plaintift to keep and they were put 
in a loose box. Defendant thought the charge was 
excessive. Plaintiff said he always charged 5s. per day 
for a loose box, no matter whether it was for a horse, a 
cow, ora dog. Plaintiff refused to part with one of the 
dogs till his charges were paid. Defendant said this pre- 
vented him from selling it for £10, and he counter- 
claimed for that amount. His Honour said if persons 
did not make their own bargains it was not for him to 
make them for them. Plaintiff was entitled to charge 
what he pleased, if it was his usual price. He should give 
judgment for the plaintiff on that claim, and give defen- 
dant 10s. on the counter-claim. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


BOARD OF AGRICULTURE AND SWINE FEVER. 
Sir, 


after killing one of the pigs the veterinary surgeon de- 


clared it to be swine fever and advised his client to report 
it to the police, which he immediately did. The police 
then wired to the Board of Agriculture but eevee, no 
aturday, 


still no answer; but on the Sunday a veterinary 


iurther instructions, so they wired again on the 5 


Inspector came killed one of the pigs and sent the intes- 
tines to London. 

No further instructions had been received by Tuesday 
so the police again wired for instructions as to the dis. 
posal of the carcases of the dead pigs, and on Wednesday 
afternoon, a week after the outbreak had been reported, 
one of the travelling inspectors came over, gave his in- 
structions as to the closing of the infected place, etc., and 
after he had been in the place about 10 minutes rushed 
off to catch his train back. 

This is one instance of the mismanagement of the 
Board of Agriculture. If the old regulations had been 
in vogue the police would, as soon as it was reported, 
have instructed the veterinary inspector of the district 
and the pigs would have been seen the same or at least 
the next day ; and yet it was found necessary to ask for 
a large grant that more stringent measures might be 
taken to stamp out the disease. The grant seems to 
have been wanted principally to establish half-a dozen 
appointments for office seekers. 

Thanking you in anticipation for inserting this letter. 

I am, yours sincerely, 
H. G. Bowes, 
THE EXAMINATIONS.—A SUGGESTION. 

IR, 

There is one point in connection with our examina- 
tions that has not been written about and which, I 
think, is worth altering. We must all admit that the 
majority of students are nervous at examination times 
and which increases as the time gets shorter. [ am fully 
aware that this cannot be prevented, but it need not be 
aggravated. At the recent examination I was very 
much interested in one or two students, so made my way 
to Red Lion Square with one, who was due up for his 
examination at 4 p.m. On arriving there a few minutes 
to four we found that the batch due in at three had not, 
and did not, go in until 20 minutes past four, so instead 
of waiting a few minutes this student had to wait for 
one hour 20 minutes. In this particular case the student 
was very nervous, and was suffering from what later 
proved to be an attack of pleurisy with pneumonia, The 
next day | again went to the Square and found the 
examiners were 40 minutes late. I think this waiting is 
quite unnecessary and is quite enough to pluck a nervous 
man, be he ever so good, and though it does not affect 
me, for the sake of the coming men I should be very 
glad to see our examinations more fairly conducted by 
having an arranged time for each student, and for the 
examiners to be there at the time arranged, thus doing 
away with what will always be an irregularity easily done 
away with.—Yours, 


THE RECENT EXAMINATIONS, 
On reading the communication of “ Fiat Justitia” in 
last week’s Record one is forced to the conclusion that in 
his judgment the members of the examining board are 


I should like io draw your attention to an instance of | 
the admirable (?) working of the new regulations regard- | B, from t 
ing swine fever, which came under my notice within the 
last few weeks. The owner of the pigs suspecting swine 
fever called in a veterinary surgeon on the Wednesday, 


incompetent to carry out the duties of their important 
| office. 

He considers himself capable to pronounce judgment 
on them, or at least those of them who examine in class 
he facts that he has a large practice, and that 
he was, some years ago, offered a professorship in the 
| R.V.C.; and the cause of his severe strictures, was the 

rejection of his sen, who with one or two others (accord- 
ing to his account) were the hardest working lads, and 
consequently the best students in the College, were 
“ ploughed ” at the last examination, and a lot of “ com- 
plete duffers”’ were “ let through.” I have never been 

an examiner, but from my knowledge of the manner in 
| which the examinations are conducted I cannot refrain 
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from uttering an emphatic protest against such an un- 
warrantable attack on the examiners. I assert without 
fear of contradiction that there is not a member of that 
Board who has the smallest desire to reject any student. 
In fact I have heard a number of them say that it was a 
great pleasure to them to examine a good student, and 
we may rest assured that they will not “let through ” 
any “complete duffers.” 

“Fiat Justitia” apparently is not aware that the 
written examination is uniform, but to have the oral 
questions the same for each student, and to consult the 
professors about the monthly examinations would suit 
such clever lads as his son, as he could easily get coached 
by one who had gone through the ordeal before him ; 
but then he would be in danger of being dubbed a “ com- 
plete duffer.”’ 

In his concluding paragraph he again accuses the 
examiuers of partiality, and condoles with those “com- 
plete duffers ” (whom he now terms extraordinary smart 
men) on their prospect of being unable to earn their 
daily bread except by becoming relieving officers or 
clerks to corn merchants. I wonder what he thinks is to 
become of “those hard-working lads who bore their 
brains day after day, early and late, injure their health, 
and who are capable already of conducting large prac- 
tices,’ and who probably “gull” their indulgent 
pareuts, and fail to satisfy even lenient examiners. 

PALMAM QUI MERUIT FERAT”’ 


The above letter was crowded out last week. 


WOMEN VETERINARIANS. 


Sir, 

Herewith I enclose a newspaper cutting which may 
possibly amuse or interest some or your readers. Ladies 
might do very well in some directions, but I ask myself 
how about rough country practice ?/—Your faithfully, 

Dystoxia. 


“ The latest idea in America for the employment of 
women is that of founding a veterinary college. It is 
believed that women would be eminently successful as 
“ vets,’ and would hold their own with the men already 
in the field. The college is being warmly supported.” 


LOCAL PUBLICATIONS AND THE V.S. ACT. 
Sir, 


veterinary surgeons are described in the local directories 


.as Members of the Royal College. Could not something 


be done to remedy this Yours faithfully, 
“ Farr Pray.” 

[This is difficult to prevent, as the offender usually 
denies that he gave any such description. and thepublishers 
decline to act or help. If Members would report such cases 
to the Courcil notice would be given to the publishers, and 
if the false description continued probably an injunction in 
chancery might be obtained.-—Eb.] 


VETERINARY KNOWLEDGE AT THE CAPE. 


Cape Colony. 

“ Will you kindly inform me whether a star can be 
made on a horse’s forehead, if so, please state how. The 
reason I wish to know is, | have a perfect match, only 
the one has a star and not the other. If it can be done [ 
shall be highly pleased. Your reply will oblige.” 


SIR. 
Above is, I am assured, a correct copy of the letter 
addressed to the veterinary staff of this colony. Next 
generation may perhaps have a higher opinion of veter- 
inary science.— Yours, 

CoLonIAL. 


It is quite a frequent occurrence that “ registered’ 


TECHNICAL EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL 


ETIQUETTE. 

Sir, 
As a provincial veterinary surgeon with no pretensions 
as to wielding the pen, I venture to lay before the pro- 
fession at large the enclosed syllabus as issued by the 
East Suffolk Vounty Council. 

When perused, I would venture to ask, is it, or is it 
not seemly that a M.R.C.V.S.L., from an adjoining 
county should deliver lectures on the enumerated subjects, 
more especially in connection with Lecture No. 1, in a 
town numerously provided with competent veterinary 
surgeons, who, it is no use denying the fact, have in 
these times to struggle hard to keep their heads above 
water and present a respectable presence. tak 

I would ask in all seriousness, is it right, is it justice, 
that matters of any professiunal nature whatever should 
be included under the heading of Technical Instruction ? 
An apathetic profession truly if we as a body, and perhaps 
more particularly country practitioners whom it more 
directly affects, are to tamely stand by and allow that 
such things are, much less that they shall continue. 

I should be pleased to hear the opinion of some of our 
members on the subject should you admit of this in your 


valuable publication. 
Ipswich. A. Ernest SHORTEN. 


EAST SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL. 


Technical Instruction Committee. 


The first two Lectures will be yiven in the Stableyard, 


Arcade Street, and the remaining three at W. Whymark’s 
Slauyhteryard, 23 St. Peter’s Street, Ipswich. 


SYLLABUS OF LECTURES 


OF 
VETERINARY SCIENCE, BREEDING OF STOCK, Ete. 


‘Lecture 1. June 5th. Horsgs.—Examination as to 
Soundness, Age, and Height, with practical illustratio 
of all their external imperfections. 


ure 2. June 12th. Broop Margs.—Selection of 
Sére, Breeding, and Management of Farm Horses. 


Lecture 3. June 19th. BuxLtock or Ox.—lIts Age, 
Breed, and Quality for Early Maturity, with practical 
illustrations of their Internal Organs. Live and Dead 
Weights. 

Lecture 4 June 26th. Cow.—lIts Age, Breed, 
and Selection for Quality or Quantity of Milk. Calvin 
with practical illustrations of its Normal and Abnorm 
Conditions. 

Lecture 5. July3rd. anp Pies.—Their Breed- 
ing for Karly Maturity. Live and Dead Weights. With 
illustrations. 

Tickets of admission to the Course of Lectwres, which are 
Free, can be obtained on application to the Secretary, at the 
Offices of the Committee, 26 Butter Market, Ipswich. 


The Lectures will be 7% at 3 p.m., on Tuesdays, 
by Mr. P. Cowan, M.R.C.V.S., of Colchester. 


Communications, Books, aND Papers RECEIVED : —Messrs. 
E. P. Edwards, A. E. Shorten, J. A. W. Dollar, W. F. 
Barrett, ‘‘ Colonial,” ; ‘‘ Fairplay,” ‘‘ Fair Play,” The Daily 
Argus, (Birmingham), Baltimore Weekly Sun, Birmingham 
Daily Gazette. 
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